The 19-20 season started in October 2019 and was simply magical! We kicked off the season with The Simon
& Garfunkel Story, which was musically and visually astounding. We explored Yellowstone National Park to East
Africa with National Geographic photographer, Ronan Donovan. We rolled with Taj Mahal, our souls sang with
Mavis Staples, we journeyed to Europe with an exquisite Broadway production of An American in Paris, and we
laughed and laughed with so much comedy, including two men from Down Under. The holidays were magical with
local productions of The Nutcracker at the Washington Center and
the Minnaert Center at South Puget Sound Community College.
We made it snow downtown for 20 days straight with the help of
generous supporters.
Many of you were with me during these many amazing moments.
We were in a beautiful theater, experiencing an intimate connection one that provides an experience like no other. The Washington Center
was seeing record ticket sales as well as and record ticket income.
And then COVID-19 hit.
Since then, the world has changed.
If you’re like me, you long for human interaction: hugs, smiles,
eye-contact, and for exploring our world through music, dance,
and theater. Because of COVID, our building has been closed to the
public. We now have an 82% reduction in personnel, and the few
administrative staff who remain are all partially furloughed.
One of our most important efforts has been envisioning a safe reopening plan. We have been working alongside
statewide industry leaders in presenting a safe reopening industry plan to the governor’s office, and how we can
proceed with implementation. We are exploring live stream capabilities, which require vast technology we don’t
currently have. We are also working with our local artistic partners, assisting them with scheduling, rescheduling,
and re-rescheduling. Most of all, we are a knowledgeable and supportive resource for them in this time of uncertainty.
This time is not without hope.
I have hope from the outpouring of support and love we have received since March. And we need it moving
forward. I have hope because I know the value and importance of live performances in our lives. I also know that our
industry and our supporters are hard-working, creative, passionate, and generous. This will not be easy or painless,
but we are resilient. During the last six months, I have turned to music each day to comfort and inspire me.
I ask you to please support our local businesses and restaurants. Support our actors, musicians, and venues in any
way you can. If you are able to make a donation to support the Washington Center, we need your support now.
When I think of how we will rebuild our community and our economy, I know the arts will be at the heart of all efforts.
We will provide meaning, we will provide understanding, we will provide healing, and we will provide jobs. We will
provide jobs to artists, crew, event staff, and many through restaurants and local businesses. We are truly one of the
crown jewels in the region.
Thank you for your support of the Washington Center and our entire community. Stay healthy and stay safe. We miss
our patrons and we miss you, so most of all, stay in touch.

Jill Barnes
Executive Director
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Che Apalache performs on stage for K-12 students

W HO W E S E RVE
Olympia Youth Chorus brings down the house performing
“Rise Up” at the 2019 CENTER Stage Awards & Gala
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65% THURSTON COUNTY RESIDENTS
35% OUTSIDE THURSTON COUNTY

29% WASHINGTON CENTER
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PRESENTED EVENTS

22% RENTER EVENTS
Vibrant Artisan Market for Small Business Saturday 2019

