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Jill Barnes, Executive Director, with members of the capital campaign 
committee at the grand reopening

Since the pandemic abruptly interrupted all 
our lives, we knew the return to live events 
and “normalcy” would take time. Time to 
book artists, time to rebuild sta�ng and 
infrastructure, and time to adjust.

At the beginning of last season in 
September 2021, the pandemic still ruled 
much of our lives. Covid protocols were 
in place: patrons were required to wear 
masks indoors and to show proof of 
vaccination or a negative test to enter 
the venue. 

The diverse season showcased 
exceptional artistry along with stories of 
humanity through the lens of performing 
arts. We kicked o� with world-renowned 
series National Geographic Live: Mireya 
Mayor; holiday shows including acoustic 
performers from the multi-platinum selling 
album Windham Hillʼs Winter Solstice; an evening with GRAMMY award-winning singer Judy Collins; and American 
humorist David Sedaris. As a happy surprise to many, we were able to bring Melissa Etheridge in April and the 
Indigo Girls in June. The energy in both concerts was a fun reminder of the vibrancy of live performance.

As soon as the curtain fell on spring dance recitals, interior renovations 
began in earnest on June 28. FORMA Construction had a tall task of 
completing the work in time for our 22-23 Season to begin on November 
4. It was a summer of dust, noise, and hardhat tours as we watched the 
work unfold before us. The Washington Center is now welcoming 
audiences back with a newly remodeled interior and state of the art 
theatrical equipment! The interior is truly incredible.

We are raising the curtain on a new phase for the Washington Center and 
the performing arts. Our remodeled space and this time has a new vitality 

and the excitement is electric. I have a renewed hope in the future and the voices we are putting on stage. I am so 
proud of our continued collaboration with Indigenous Performance Productions. Earlier this year we were awarded 
a Challenge America grant from the National Endowment for the Arts that we are using to co-produce 
world-premiere indigenous performances, reducing barriers and highlighting native expression onstage. This work 
is the first of its kind in the United States.

When friends and strangers gather to experience a live performance, and when artists and audiences exchange 
energy, the experience is visceral and is wholly unique. I invite you back to celebrate live events.

Message from the Executive Director



$3,317,494 REVENUE†*
(Unaudited)

$2,092,473 EXPENSES†*
(Unaudited)

38% EARNED INCOME
62% CONTRIBUTED INCOME†

67% THURSTON COUNTY RESIDENTS
33% OUTSIDE THURSTON COUNTY

3 VENUES / 5 THEATERS

WASHINGTON CENTER 
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
Main Stage Theater
Black Box Theater

SPSCC KENNETH J MINNAERT 
CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Main Stage Theater
Black Box Theater

HARLEQUIN PRODUCTIONS
AT THE STATE THEATER

WHO WE SERVE WHERE WE OPERATE

22%

66%

12%

67%

33%

†Includes recognition of $1,132,000 of pandemic federal funding received 21-22 (Shuttered Venues Operating Grant and Payroll Protection Program)
*Unaudited

22% WASHINGTON CENTER PRESENTED EVENTS
66% ARTISTIC & COMMUNITY PARTNER
 PRESENTED EVENTS
12% RENTER EVENTS     

National Geographic photographer Mireya Mayor

Good Co performs at the Washington Center

The British Invasion performed in April 2022

We inspire audiences and artists of all ages through live 
performances, enriching the vibrancy of our community.

58,480
TICKETS SOLD

$1,754,023
TICKET REVENUE

137
PERFORMANCES

& EVENTS

4,986
 STUDENTS SERVED

for educational outreach 


